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General Meeting 
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River Place on the Clinch, Kyles Ford, TN 

Meeting Summary 
 

  
Executive Summary 
           
The November 20th Clinch River Valley Initiative (CRVI) general meeting was held at 
River Place on the Clinch in Kyles Ford, Tennessee. The meeting was held from 2:00 – 
4:30 pm with 32 participants, and included a presentation of River Place on the Clinch 
and updates from the five action groups (participants are listed at the end of the meeting 
summary). Lindy Turner from River Place on the Clinch provided a tour of River Place 
from 2:00 – 3:00 pm, and then the general CRVI meeting took place from 3:00 – 4:30 
pm. Christine Gyovai and Frank Dukes of the Institute for Environmental Negotiation 
(IEN) at the University of Virginia facilitated the meeting.  
 
Thank you to Lindy Turner for allowing us to use River Place on the Clinch, for 
providing the food, and for giving a wonderful tour and presentation on River Place’s 
history and mission! 
 
Summary 
 
The meeting began with an introduction to CRVI for new participants and an overview 
of the Steering Committee meeting, which had taken place prior to the general meeting. 
Prior to the meeting, Lindy Turner of River Place on the Clinch gave a tour of the facility 
and its history. She then gave a presentation on River Place at the beginning of the 
general meeting, and questions and discussion followed by meeting participants. Below 
is a summary with highlights of the presentation and discussion.  
 
Presentation of River Place on the Clinch 

  
§ Clinch Powell Resource Conservation and Development owns the facility and 

bought the vacant former general store in 2005. 
§ It includes a café, shop, meeting space, rental cabins, river access, and outfitter 

business. 
§ Its goals are community development, affordable housing, and jobs. 
§ They engaged high school students in the building’s renovation, and it continues 

to employ area students today. 
§ They hire local cooks and local labor from both Tennessee and Virginia. 
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§ It hosts music and other special events throughout the summer. 
§ They work with the conservation center it owns a half-mile down river; 

significant renovation took place of that facility. 
§ The facility is intended to be self supporting. 
§ They try to be a cornerstone for the community and be inclusive of other 

attractions and activities in the region by acting as an anchor destination.  
 

Action Group Updates 
 
The general meeting did not break into action groups but instead stayed in one large 
group, with action group chairs presenting updates on their recent and upcoming 
activities to the entire audience with question and discussion from meeting participants. 
Below are highlights from each of the Action Groups, as well as next steps and volunteer 
opportunities.  
 
Environmental Education 
 

§ Wally Smith presented updates for the Environmental Education action group. 
§ An environmental education symposium at St. Paul Elementary School has 

been moved to May 9th for better weather and to accommodate the St. Paul 
Farmers Market. Volunteer opportunities are available. Contact Wally for 
more information at: Walter Smith whs2q@uvawise.edu. Action Group meetings 
are held the 2nd Wednesday at Estonoa Wetlands. 

§ The group is looking to establish an ecological center on the Clinch as an 
environmental education center for the river, possibly on U.S. 58 near St. Paul for 
ease of access. 

§ A citizen science survey on the hellbender is being conducted by the 
Smithsonian and National Zoo to produce a good database for where the species 
resides. The action group is working with them to develop the survey, including 
training sessions and working with local schools. 

§ The Clinch River Youth Summit is scheduled for Saturday, February 
28th with a snow date of Saturday March 7th. Mini-grants will be available for 
students to conduct projects and present results at a symposium in order to 
promote further engagement of youth. Projects may be new or ongoing, though 
the project deadline is June because of the end of school. Volunteers are 
welcome. A suggestion was made to speak with school ecology clubs to further 
awareness of the event. 

 
State Park 
 

§ Rufus Hood presented for the State Park action group. 
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§ The group is putting together a grant to purchase 5 acres near Old 
Castlewood for an access point. This would be the first land purchase in 
Russell County for the state park. A grant is being put together by The Nature 
Conservancy with Russell County as the applicant and providing match money. 

§ Legislative session reception in Richmond on Thursday, January 22, 
2015, at the Omni Hotel. CRVI will have a table at the event to distribute 
information that Rufus will staff. 

§ Tazewell County has suggested the possibility of the Cavitts Creek 
park property as part of the state park. The property will be assessed in 
December. 

§ Area legislators are still excited about the state park, though it is 
recognized that it will be difficult to include money for it in the 
upcoming budget because of the budget shortfall in Richmond. The 
Nature Conservancy and Action Group chairs are working on an outreach 
strategy for elected officials for 2015.  

 
Access Points 
 

§ Nick Proctor presented updates for the Access Points action group. 
§ There is an on-going pilot project for access points at a few potential sites – 

Dungannon, St. Paul, Cleveland, and Old Castlewood. The Old Castlewood 
and St. Paul sites have received permits and construction will soon 
begin in St. Paul on a boat slide, steps, parking, and fencing. Cleveland is going 
through the permitting process in conjunction with the Housing and Community 
Development department. 

§ A visual presence will be established in these areas with 3 educational kiosks 
that are aesthetically similar to those in state parks. 

§ The Hometowns of the Clinch program will link communities along 
the river. This program will not be passive, but will include policy stances and 
engaging residents and businesses. An initial program prototype is expected 
sometime in January, and will be developed by Action Group members, Friends 
of Southewest Virginia, and others.  

§ A suggestion was raised to investigate ADA-accessible slides at access points 
similar to ones at Fort Monroe in Hampton, VA. These slides would include 
ramps and devices that would make it possible for greater ADA accessibility. 
Cleveland, Dungannon, and St. Paul sites could accommodate such slides. Old 
Castlewood site is very steep, so it would require more study. All of this depends 
on purchase of properties though. 

§ The group is starting to see an overflow of ideas and interest into 
other communities, especially along the Holston River and Powell Rivers. 
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Downtown Revitalization 
 

§ Douglas Jackson presented updates for the Downtown Revitalization action 
group. 

§ This group is creating a strong economic strategy with area businesses and 
communities, looking at potential entrepreneurs, infrastructure, training, 
marketing, and demand for businesses. 

§ mySWVAopportunity is offering business plan opportunities 
throughout the spring in communities around the area. There is a stipend for 
going through the program, as well as small rewards. See the 
www.clinchriverva.com website for additional information.  

§ The group is also involved in the Hometowns of the Clinch program to 
create a strong, supportive network for entrepreneurs and how to 
market this community support. 

§ A series of advertisements was placed in Blue Ridge Outdoors for the Clinch in 
2014. 

§ Over 1,000 visitors were at the SW VA Outdoor Expo in Abingdon, VA, in 
September. 

§ Clinch River merchandise is for sale in every town in the area. 
§ A pilot program for Heart of Appalachia Hospitality Training in St. 

Paul was held on Nov. 6th. It went well, and they had a good turn-out; the 
desire is to create a uniform greeting and message for towns. Eventually they 
want to move to other communities that may see a large influx of tourists. 

 
Water Quality 
 

§ Adam Wells presented for the Water Quality action group. 
§ There will be a clean-up around Earth Day at the Guest River Gorge. 
§ Willie Dodson and students from UVa-Wise are marking with GPS the locations 

of garbage on the Clinch and will work with Russell County on clean-ups. 
§ There is an on-going process for funding to hold a hazardous household waste 

pick-up in Tazewell County. 
§ Water quality watershed report cards are being developed to assess the 

work that is being done and whether goals are being accomplished. 
§ There are several grants in the process, including one from the Clinch Valley 

Soil and Water Conservation District to remove coal waste pile from Dumps 
Creek near Cleveland and one for removing and fixing up failing septic systems in 
the Guest River watershed. 

§ The Save Our Streams program got agrant for two new trainers. 
Stream monitors will adopt streams and monitor them quarterly.  
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Following the end of the action group updates, Frank Dukes and Christine Gyovai gave 
another brief overview of CRVI and its goals and wrapped up the meeting. Thank you to 
everyone for participating and making this meeting a success!  And thank you again to 
Lindy Turner and River Place on the Clinch for hosting the meeting and providing 
delicious food. 
 
Next Steps 
 
The next quarterly in-person meeting will be on February 12th in Tazewell County, with a 
back-up snow date of March 12th. If you would like to share any information – an event, 
resource or news piece – through our website or eNewletter, please contact Christine 
Gyovai at christineg@virginia.edu. 
 
  
Meeting Participants 
 
1. Wally Smith 
2. Margie Tomann 
3. Stephanie Otis 
4. Rufus Hood 
5. Willie Dodson 
6. Douglas Jackson 
7. Pam Cox 
8. Todd Christensen 
9. Jack McLanahan 
10. Michelle Gardner 
11. Nick Proctor 
12. Jill Williams 
13. Kathy Selvage 
14. Matt Clabaugh 
15. Cody McElroy 
16. Brad Stallard 
17. Dave Collett 
18. Megan Krager 
19. Lindy Turner 
20. Adam Wells 
21. Dana Wolfe 
22. Debra Horne 
23. Darrell Horne 
24. Deidre Donahue 

25. Erin Riedhammer 
26. Tim Phelps 
27. Marley Green 
28. Rachel Goldberg (IEN Guest) 
29. Christine Gyovai (IEN Facilitator) 
30. Frank Dukes (IEN Facilitator) 
31. Emily Heymann (IEN Intern) 
32. Andy Reitelbach (IEN Intern)
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